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Ephesos. Finally, between the southern slopes of
Messogis the winding Maiandros [Meander] goes on its
westward way, until, a little below the Maiandrian
Magnesia, it turns, like the Hermos, to the south and
discharges itself into the gulf which bears its name.
From this point stretch to the westward the Latmian
hills where, as the tale went, Selene* came to gaze upon
Endymion in his dreamless sleep. Thus, each between
its mountain walls, the four streams, Ka'ikos, Hermos,
Kaystros, and Maiandros, follow courses which may
roughly be regarded as parallel, through lands than
which few are richer in their wealth of historical associa-
tion. Round the ruins of Sardeis gather the recollections
of the great Lydian kingdom, while from Abydos on
the north to the promontory which faces the seaborn
island of Rhodes, every bay and headland of this
glorious coast brings before us some name sacred from
its ancient memories, not the least among these being
Halikarnassos, the birthplace of the historian Herodotos,
and among the greatest that spot on the seashore beneath
the heights of Mykale", where, as fame would have it, the
fleet of the barbarian was destroyed at the very time when
Mardonios underwent his doom at Plataia.

Against the isolated communities of Greeks scattered
throughout this lovely region Kroisos [Croesus], the last of
the Lydian sovereigns, delermined,we are told,
to put forth the full strength of his kingdom,    dom o?g"
His hand fell first on Ephesos, and after it all   Lydla'
the other Hellenic cities were reduced to the payment of
tribute, the result being that Kroisos became master of all
the lands to the west of the Halys except the country of
the Lykians and Kilikians who were protected by the
mountain barriers of Tauros.     This conquest wrought a
momentous change in their position.    They were now in-
cluded in a vast empire which was at any time liable to